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The author presented on this
page has recently published

his 10th article since 2000 When I was eighteen I wanted to be ...an organic chemist, although I didn't know

in Angewandte Chemie:
“[44-2] Cycloaddition Reac-
tion of Cyclic Alkyne—
{Co,(CO)¢} Complexes with
Dienes”: N. lwasawa, I. Ooi,
K. Inaba, ). Takaya, Angew.
Chem. 2010, 122,

what it really meant.

The biggest challenge facing scientists is ... how to deal with the depletion of energy sources and other
resources.

M y favorite subjects at school were ... English and mathematics, but nowadays, I cannot even solve
simple mathematics problems my daughter asks me to help her with.

7696-7699; Angew. Chem. The best advice I have ever been given is ... “do not imitate the work of others, do your own original
Int. Ed. 2010, 49, work” (from my PhD supervisor).
7534-7537. . ‘ . . o )
M y first experiment was ... an intramolecular Diels—Alder reaction with furan as the diene.
The part of my job which I enjoy the most is ... to see the progress students make in research and many
other aspects of their lives.
My favorite book is ... “Pride and Prejudice” by Jane Austen.
My favorite composers are ... Beethoven and Brahms.
My top three films of all time are ... “Roman Holidays” (1953, directed by William Wyler), “The
Apartment” (1960, directed by Billy Wilder), and “Back to the Future” (1985, directed by Robert
Zemeckis).
M y favorite piece of music is ... Schumann'’s Piano Concerto in A minor.
My hobby is ... collecting (not listening to) CDs of classic music. Probably I have more than ten
thousands of CDs, most of which I have not listened to yet.
Young people should study chemistry because ... only chemistry allows you to prepare molecules that
offer infinite possibilities based on your own design.
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